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Dear Readers

As I write, temperatures are soaring into the mid-
30s and our water supply at the Rectory has not
been 100% reliable this summer. These may seem
like minor inconveniences, but they remind us of
the wider challenges we face — as individuals, as a
nation and across our planet — as the effects of cli-
mate change become increasingly evident.

I remember my final-year project at university,
studying Biological Sciences. I reviewed the evi-
dence available at the time about climate change,
did it appear in the data and likely impacts? Con-
cluding it was something we would all have to
grapple with. That was in 1989.

Nearly 40 years later, climate change is a reality.
What I certainly didn't envisage was that I would
now be a vicar!

My grounding in the natural world has always
meant that seeing Christ in creation is an important
part of my faith. I'love being outdoors and rooting
myself in the natural world. For me, faith and Bio-
logical Sciences are not separate worlds. Rather,
creation sings with the presence of its Creator.

Evolution does not mean that God cannot exist.
Instead, I see it as part of the extraordinary story
of a diverse, interconnected and ever-changing
planet — a planet in which God is continually at
work. Yet that planet is finely balanced and we are
increasingly aware of the impact of our choices
upon it.

During September our churches will celebrate
Creationtide: perhaps this gives us all a chance to
pause, give thanks for the beauty of creation and
think about how we can care for this precious gift.
Caring for creation is part of our Christian calling.
As we love God and our neighbours, so we are
called to care for the world we share and hold in
trust for generations who follow us.

Rev’d Julia



Many thanks to Matt Hall for this
month’s cover photograph
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Teme Valley South Contacts
Priest-in-charge: Julia Curtis 01886 853286
Assistant Curate: Jen Jones 07749 977821
LLM Reader: Pete Thorp 07917 783159
Retired clergy: Robert Barlow, Sally Jones

Churchwardens

Eastham: Celia Adams 01584 781258

Rochford: Ann Prosser 01584 781317

Stoke Bliss & Kyre: Jeremy Wyatt 07720 056671
Trevor Matthews 07768 942169

Hanleys: Ed Yarnold 07930 882728

Stanford: Alexandra Winnington 07891 346783

Pastoral Team

Ann Prosser 01584 781317
Jenny Barbé 01584 781298
Mel Williams 01584 781284

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Kate Walton
07494 104781

Village Hall Bookings

Stoke Bliss & Kyre

Janet Powell, 01885 410598

stokeblisskyrevillagehall@gmail.com
Rochford — Ann Prosser, 01584 781317
Eastham —

bookings@easthammemorialhall.org.uk
Hanley - Diane Padget, 07879 888336

hanleyvillagehall@outlook.com
Stanford — Catherine Mawby, 07831 303792

AQUA CLEANSING..
SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

* Cesspool & Pump Stations

* Soakaways

* Blockage Clearance

* Sewage Treatment Engineers
* Pumps, Compressors & Servicing
* CCTV Drainage Surveys

www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk

Call us now for free advice & quotation

01886 888471

Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WR6 6PQ

Fast reliable service established for over 30 years

Ang e‘\s
Aeria

Digital aerial and satellite services
Approved Freesat Retailer/Installer

Fully Insured and CRB checked

Telephone: 01584 811270
Mobile: 07974 706732

email: paul@angellsaerials.co.uk
web: www.angellsaerials.co.uk




From the Registers

Funerals

The funeral of William Ryan Rollason (Bill) was
held at St Michaels, Rochord on Monday 31st July.
We send our condolences to his family. May he rest
in peace and rise in glory.

It is with deep sadness that we announce the death
on 27th July of Jeremy Harris of Kyre. We hold his
family and friends in our prayers at this time. A
service of thanksgiving to celebrate the life of a
true gentleman will be held at St Peter’s, Stoke
Bliss. The date and time will be announced in due
course.

Confirmation

Confirmation is a joyful and public step of faith
where a person affirms their baptism promises
and receives the bishop’s prayer for strength
through the Holy Spirit. So we are delighted that
Hugh, our new bishop, will be coming to Rock
Church in the Muddy Boots Mission area on 20th
September to lead a confirmation service at 4pm.

lona Worship 2026
A pattern of prayer, singing and imaginative
engagement with scripture, lona worship
reflects our life together as rural communities
as we gather to celebrate God'’s presence
in our landscape and our lives.
You are invited to join us at
Hanley Rectory
where you will find a warm welcome
and light refreshments
Services are at 4pm on the following Sundays
13th September — Creationtide
8th November — Remembrance
For more information please email
Rev’d Jen Jones at tvscurate@gmail.com

|
A M Plumbing & Heating
General Plumbing Oftec approved

Bathrooms Qil boilers
Servicing

Hot water cylinders

Fully insured, 14 years’ experience

07565 181554

anthony.marston@hotmail.co.uk

Teme Tots

Our tots and helpers return on 4th September after
a lovely summer break. We will be thinking about
and praying for all of our tots who are moving to
big school or nursery this autumn. We have loved
hosting you and look forward to hearing about
you as you grow and thrive.

Do you love music?
We asked last time ... do you love the Sound of
Music?

Clearly you do! Thank you to all who have got
in touch about tickets for our Music on the Lawn
fundraising concert. At the time of writing tick-
ets are selling fast. There may be a few left online
at www.temevalleysouth.org.uk / come-and-sing-
and-listen-with-us-and-the-
choir/events/events.php or speak to Rev’d Julia
or Chloe.

If you are keen to hear us and haven’t managed
to get a ticket for 6th September’s event you are
welcome at our Creationtide service at Hanley
Rectory at 4pm on 13th September and we hope
to have another concert early in the New Year, so
watch this space.

If you would like to support our music making
why not join the Friends of the Choir by emailing
Chloe on music.tvspcc@gmail.com.

Rev’d Julia

Sue’s

Collection and delivery arranged

One-off, occasional or
regular jobs catered for

Non-smoker
01584 781356
or 07971 530595

for a prompt & reliable service




Rochford 49 Club

Congratulations to this month’s
£25 winners!

Wednesday winners

22nd July No46  Carolyn O'Hagan
29th July No 1 Brian Woodhouse
5th August No 8 Roger Gough
12th August No52  Notsold
Saturday winners

18th July No10  Notsold

25th July No34  Rob Perrin

1st August No29  Rosemary Ayres
8th August No43  Rosemary Ayres
15th August ~ No7 Jon Adams

There are still plenty of numbers available —
why not join in? It’s just £1 per draw, plus you
get two chances each week to win £25!

Remember, you must be in it to win it!
Ring Norma Goodall on

Teme Valley Tote

July’s draw, the fourth in this series, was decided
when Rev'd Julia Curtis threw the dice on 2nd
August to determine the set of random numbers
and the starting point. As a result, the prizewin-
ners for July are:

£50 — Tom Duff Gordon of Eastham (No 238)

£30 — John Curtis of Stoke Bliss (No 857)
£20 - Helen Bosley of Pensax (No 323)

If you have any queries about the Tote, please
contact Robin Dean on 01886 853295 or
robin.c.dean@gmail.com — he is still looking
for someone to take over its running!

IMMIGRATION * LEGAL MATTERS * CONSUMER « RELATIONSHIP

TemeTalk

Deadline 18th September
ronsmum@icloud.com or 07482 482629

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
SERVING THREE COUNTIES SINCE 1996

For an Affordable
& Reliable Electrican
Choose REWIRED!

The Power Behind
Teme Valley....

01886 886 263

07421 748 288 uﬁ?—\

www.rewired-worcester.co.uk ; IEEEEEN

Wi

EVENING g
TELEPHONE Sl
SERVICE
EVERY TUESDAY
4.30 pm - 8 pm
LUDLOW 01584 876933
LEOMINSTER 01568 615959

BENEFITS « DEBT « EMPLOYMENT « HOUSING ¢ TAX

Marika Harding
DO

OSTEOPATH

e Cranial Osteopathy

e Traditional Osteopathy

e Treating symptoms and
the background condition

Hanley Broadheath
01886 853080




Rochford News

August was a quieter month in Rochford and for
once the school holidays were greeted with long
hot sunny days, just like when we pensioners
were children, or is that just a rose-tinted memory!
Many of us enjoyed Tenbury Show, which had a
record attendance, helped by the settled weather.
Hopefully we are coming out of the long hot dry
summer, as the dry weather has caused many
problems for the fire service, gardeners and the
farming community, with severe lack of grass for
livestock and reduced yields for many arable
crops. The nights are noticeably drawing in, often
accompanied by misty mornings and hop picking
will be carried out this month, so please be patient
with tractors and trailers on the lower Rochford
Road as we continue to work around the many
road closures in our area.

As I mentioned last month, if you are inter-
ested in starting something new in Rochford,
which doesn’t duplicate what is on offer in other
neighbouring villages, MHDC is offering a range
of grants to help develop new community-based
activities, including micro-grants of up to £250 to
help individuals start up new community events,
and community wellbeing grants of up to £3,000
backing local ideas that help people live happier
lives. Please get in touch with your ideas.

Neighbourhood lunches

The dates for sit down and takeaway neighbour-
hood lunches are 29th September, 27th October
and 24th November. Everyone welcome but book-
ing for lunches is essential and takeaways should
be collected between 12.30 and 1pm. Please book
with Ann on 01584 781317 at least the previous
week.

We have been approached by our local policing
team who are looking for places to be more visible
and available to hear people's concerns in our
communities. So a police officer is coming to
Rochford village hall from 11.45am before the
neighbourhood lunch on 29th September, to be
around for anyone who would like to have a chat.

Teme Valley Tots

The Teme Tots will be back at Rochford village hall
on Friday 4th September from 10.30am to midday.
This is a great community activity and we look
forward to welcoming tots old and new and their
accompanying mums, dads or grandparents

TemeTalk deadline 18th September

The Big Breakfast

The Big Breakfast is on Saturday 19th September at
9.30am at Rochford Village Hall. Get the weekend
off to a good start; come along and enjoy one of
Ann’s breakfast with fruit juice, cereal, full English
(with vegetarian option), toast, tea and coffee. Just
£12, children half price. All welcome so please book
with Ann to avoid disappointment. We were sold
out last time!

.Dates for your diary

Harvest Festival — Sunday 11th October
Village quiz — Friday 20th November

Church flower rota
Flowers for September — Tina Lord and Ann
Prosser, thank you.

Contacts
Ann on 01584 781317
Andrew on 07809 658484 or through the parish
WhatsApp group

If you would like to be added to the parish
WhatsApp group to keep you up to date with all
village happenings, please send me your mobile
number.

Andrew Barbé

E.AWSON

» Teme Valley based
» General domestic electricians
« Landlord safety certificates
* OZEV approved electric vehicle
charger installers
* Punctual and reliable

rob@lawsonelectrical.co.uk
www.lawsonelectrical.co.uk
07886 230080

Call or email Rob for advice =
and a free quote %




News from Stoke Bliss & Kyre

We will be welcoming the Stratford Theatre Com-
pany performing Into the Breach at the village hall
on 19th September (see page 14 for full details),
plus the annual Stoke Bliss & District Ploughing
Match during the day at Leysters Farm. Then
wrapping up the month we have the annual vil-
lage hall bingo night on 25th September. Lots to
look forward to!

St Peter’s church roof

Our faculty application for the proposed works
has now been sent forward for consultation. This
allows relevant heritage bodies, such as Historic
England, to look at the proposed works. Once the
faculty permission is granted, we can start full dis-
cussions with potential contractors and grant
funding bodies.

Stoke Bliss Ploughing Match

The 79th Stoke Bliss & District Ploughing Match
takes place on Saturday 19th September at
Leysters Farm (HR6 OHS). The traditional rural
event features competitive match ploughing for
both modern and vintage equipment, together
with heavy-horse plough teams. Running along-
side is a well-supported produce and homecraft
competition celebrating rural farming traditions
and craft, plus a bar and catering. Competition en-
tries close on Wednesday 16th September. For
more details see page 15.

&
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Thursday 10th September
Thursday 8th October
at Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall
12.30pm welcome, lunch served at 1pm
Two courses plus refreshments
To book call 07396 813137
or sbklunch@gmail.com
We look forward to seeing you

Churchyard tidy sessions

Thanks to all our volunteers whose hard work has
kept St Peter’s churchyard in a much better state
this year. The next tidy-up session is on Friday 5th
September from 10am to 12.30pm. Everyone is
welcome, refreshments provided.

Harvest Festival

Looking ahead to the autumn, our annual Harvest
Festival will be held at St Mary’s church in Kyre
on 11th October. We will be joined by the wonder-
ful Teme Valley Churches Choir.

Keeping you informed
Stay up to date with village news and events for
Stoke Bliss and Kyre via the community group on
Facebook — search “Stoke Bliss & Kyre Commu-
nity” to join. If you are not already on the SBK
email  list, contact  Julia  Berry at
sbkvillagehall@gmail.com to join.

Jeremy Wyatt

Social Night with
Bingo
Friday 25th September
Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall

Bar opens 7pm
Bingo starts soon after
Food at 8pm

Please book food in advance
at sbkvillagehall@gmail.com

Next Social Night is Friday 30th October

Bar opens at 7pm, food at 8pm

il

Lucybelles
decorating
Female decorator
15 years experience
Clean, tidy & friendly
Interiors & exteriors

|

lucybellesdecorating@gmail.com

==

The deadline for the October issue of TemeTalk is 18th September




Eastham Jottings

Church flowers and cleaning
September — Alyson Brookes
October — Rhiannon Chapman

More helpers needed

If you can join the rota for church flowers and
cleaning that would be great, just contact Celia
Adams on easthamcourt@icloud.com or 01584
781258.

Eastham’s 58th Riverside Féte

Thanks to everyone for helping to make the 2026
féte a great success: those who provided items to
sell, those who joined in with the Produce Show or
supported in many other ways. We hope that you
had a wonderful time, ate too much, found a bar-
gain, and won a prize at something. Hopefully you
met up with old friends and had a good chat.

Also massive thanks to all those who made it
happen, far too many to mention but it would not
happen without you. Well, done, another success-
ful year, see you all again next year.

See page 11 for photographs of Eastham Féte.
Many thanks to Simon Lusty for the photographs.
Cup winners and dog show winners are on page
25.

Bell ringing at Eastham on Féte Day

Thanks to the Lilleshall Bellringers who rang a
quarter peal on féte day in memory of the Wylde
family, Many thanks to Julie Hartridge for all her
arrangements.

Future bell ringers

If you would like to have a go at bell ringing, train-
ing can be provided. Contact Celia Adams on
01584 781258 or go to Tenbury church where new
people are welcomed on Wednesdays from 7 to
8pm.

Eastham Coffee Morning
Please join us for coffee, the monthly raffle and a
catch up on Thursday 3rd September at 10.30am
to 12 noon at Eastham Memorial Hall. .

The rota for 2026 is:

3rd September — Tony and Ann Simpson

1st October — MacMillan (joint)

Pub Night

is on Friday 18th September from 7pm at Eastham
Memorial Hall. Come along for a drink and a catch
up, everyone is welcome.

The Filling Station

The next meeting is on Thursday 17th September
at Eastham Memorial Hall. Everyone is welcome.
This is a great group which loves having visitors.
For more information please contact Kate on kate-
harley6@gmail.com

Autumn clean of churchyard and church
Make a diary note to come along on Saturday 17th
October to keep our Grade 1 listed church and
churchyard in tip top condition. Everyone wel-
come from 10 am to 12.30 pm.
Chill out over a barbecue and beer at the end.
Celia Adams

Activities at Eastham
Memorial Hall

¢ DPilates—on Tuesdays at 1.10pm and 2.20pm.
For details or a taster session please contact Sue
on 07974 343609 or sue579@icloud.com. Starts
again on 8th September.

* Yoga —every Wednesday at 10am. Ring Zoe
on 07962 981456 or see www.zedyoga.co.uk.
Taster sessions available. Starts again on 16th
September.

e Fitball — Rejuven8 Fitness & Wellbeing is
running a fitball class at Eastham village hall
every Thursday afternoon from 1.30 to 2.30pm.
Fitball offers a variety of exercises using a yoga
ball, which can help improve strength, balance,
coordination and flexibility. It is good fun and
suitable for all abilities. If you would like to
come and give it a go, please contact Michelle
on 07837 359403. There is a WhatsApp group
that keeps everyone up to date: contact
Michelle for details.

Advertise in this space
for a year for just

£65

Telephone 07482 482629 or email
ronsmum@icloud.com

TemeTalk is funded entirely by advertising
revenue — so we need your support!




Hanley Happenings

Strawberry Tea

Chair Diane Padget and committee members Lisa
Brooke, Lex Moore, Mark Padget and John Curtis
all worked hard to ensure the Strawberry Tea on
Sunday 26th July was a resounding success, a fan-
tastic way to close the activities at the village hall
in preparation for the refurbishments.

Villagers past and present turned up and there
was a buzz in the air. All the seats at each table
were occupied

Diane would like to thank everyone who came
and we all look forward to the next event when
we reopen after the refurbishment.

Pizza

Last night I collected three pizzas from Wheelie
Good Pizza at Hanley village hall. Alazy supper, I
thought, for ourselves and a neighbour. I was re-
ally impressed, the dough was superb and the top-
pings rich and tasty.

We sat down to a substantial meal and thor-
oughly enjoyed ourselves, the glasses of wine ob-
viously a bonus! Graham and Ruth couldn’t have
been more helpful and cheerful despite the wind!

Next month I will be returning to the mobile
kitchen and if you like pizza, give it a try. You
won’t be disappointed!

Macmillan Coffee Day

Please come to my Macmillan Coffee Day on Sat-
urday 26th September from 10am to 4pm at Tally
Ho Cottage, Bell Lane, Hanley Broadheath WR15
8QX.

Everyone is welcome, £5 for coffee and cake. I
may have garden produce available depending on
the weather. Donations of cakes and garden pro-
duce will be much appreciated.

Anyone for tennis?

If you are interested in a game of tennis at Town
Farm, Margie is happy for the courts to be used.
Just give her a ring on 07796 081857 to check that
they are available. Donations please to Cure
Leukaemia.

Carole Gardner

Hanley Broadheath WhatsApp Group

Scan this QR code using your
WhatsApp camera to join the group

Mowing2Growing
Gardening Services

Garden tidy including mowing, flower bed
tending and vegetable garden clearance
Hedge trimming
Seasonal hedgelaying
Fencing

Small landscape work, including
brick and stone walling, patios and paths

Handyman services
Reliable and Friendly Service
01885 410625 / 07778 818808

é& ROB NORTHWOOD

RENOVATION AND REPAIR
OF TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Qak-frame Restoration and Decoration
L]
Extensions and Oak Porches
L]
Stonework and Roofing

L
Pointing and Chimney Repairs

L]
Lime Work
L]

Complete Renovations,
Small Repairs and Maintenance
L]

Over 20 Years’ Experience

01885 410425
07811 288986
info@robnorthwood.com
www.robnorthwood.com




Stanford * Stanford * Stanford

Services in Stanford

Sunday 6th September
Holy Communion with hymns at 10am
Sunday 4th October
Said Holy Communion at 8.30am
Harvest Service with hymns at 11am

Thanks to Helen and Andy for serving refresh-
ments at services.

Flowers for September

Alexandra Winnington

If you would like to arrange some flowers at the
beginning of the month, it would be much appre-
ciated as we are short of volunteers for this.

Harvest
The Harvest service at St Mary’s church will be on
Sunday, 4th October at 11 am and will be taken by
Rev’d Julia Curtis. Please bring any produce to the
church on the morning of Saturday 3rd October if
you can.

AHarvest Lunch is planned afterwards at 12.30
pm at the village hall for all who would like to
come. Please contact Alexandra on 07891 346783 or
Sue Softly on 07929 479865 if you would like to
come. We would be very pleased to see as many of
you as possible. It is great fun and we usually have
our auction of produce. This year we will be mak-
ing a donation to FOAG (Farmers Overseas in Ac-
tion in Uganda) and also to St Mary's Church.

Masonry repair

The wet weather of last winter, which seems long
ago now, caused a few areas of deteriorated ma-
sonry on the church to worsen and some repair on
those particular places is being explored by Andy
Nicol. We hope to get permission to do some work
before the wet weather starts again, which will of
course be very welcome after such a seriously dry
summer.

Logan’s Outdoor
Solutions

Zak Logan

* Drainage

* Fencing

» Earthworks

* and much, much more

07531 366443

Churchyard working party
A churchyard working party will take place on Sat-
urday 19th September from 10am to 12 noon. Cof-
fee and biscuits will be served. Hope you can come
along — many hands make light work and we will
achieve more.

We are very pleased to say that Bernard
Churchill has kindly agreed to offer some lawn-
mowing services to St Mary's which will be a great

help.

New hymn books

New Ancient & Modern hymn books are to be sup-
plied in the church so that across TVS churches we
will eventually all be using the same version. It
would be wonderful if you would like to sponsor
some of the books with a dedicated page for the
sponsorship. If you can help with this, please con-
tact Alexandra on 07891 346783 for the details and
suggested donation.

A date for your diary

The Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Church
will be on 5th and 6th December this year.
Alexandra Winnington

Advertise your event FREE in TemeTalk
and reach 660 households in seven parishes
David Ward

firew@ﬁ&d

Do you need a dependable consistent
quality supplier of seasoned and
kilndried hardwood and softwood

firewood?

Cut and split to suit and delivered in
breathable 1.2-cubic metre bags
so no need to restack

Small delivery vehicle fitted with
crane can deliver to most locations
and situations

Call David to discuss your
requirements on

07866 441154




William Ryan Rollason (Bill)

My lovely father passed away on 7th July. Five =———— ==
years ago, he moved to Rochford with his beloved iz
wife, Diane — mother to my sister and me. They
came to live in our “mower shed” so we could
look after them, just as they had cared for us
throughout our lives.

Dad truly loved Rochford. In his later years,
when he could no longer get around indepen-
dently, it was wonderful to see the village come to
him. He delighted in talking to dog walkers, fuss-
ing over their dogs, and watching the changing
scenery as the nearby farmland was worked. Most
of all, he loved waving to the tractor drivers as
they drove past.

Abeautiful celebration of his life was held at St
Michael's Church in the village. A donation was
also made to the Friends of Tenbury Community
Hospital, whose loving care during his final days
brought immense comfort to our family.

His daughter, Jo Evans
Rochford Court

Advertise in this space
for just £70 a year

Telephone 07482 482629 or email ronsmum@icloud.com
TemeTalk is funded entirely by advertising revenue - so we need your support!

E STAY AT ANDREW JELLEY
il HOME OPTICIANS

Home Support

Andrew Jelley BSc (Hons) FC Optom

A break can be good for everyone Teresa Davies FBDO
Duncan Edwards FBDO
We provide Alex Lane BSc {Hons) MC Optom
® Respite in your own home
* Nightsitting 18 Teme Street Tenbury Wells

e Day sitting
® Support to access the community, te I . O 1 584 8 1 1 44 5

inc appointments and socialising

Get in touch for a chat or a free 34/36 H |g h Street Bromya rd

no-obligation quote

Susan Grazier tel: 01 885 488259

T: 01299 270675 . . T
M: 07969 673092 email: reception@ajopticians.co.uk

E: stayathome-homesupport@live.com www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk
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Fun in the sun at Eastham Fete

(Above) Ottie Appleton Moseley and Texas
(Below) Having a go at archery
I ,

ke

(Above) Erin Allison with Sky
and judge Rhiannon Chapman
(Below) Desmo, most handsome

(Above) One of the interesting cars on display =5 R
(Below) The Malvern Chase Brass Band Stiltwalker Andrew Healey

1



Beating the gong for Methodism

J Arthur Rank wanted to promote his faith — now just bingo clubs are left

This is a story of evolution. It starts with a famous
milling company. Rank Hovis McDougall and in
particular the Rank connection.

The Rank family were not just successful in
business, they were
also devout
Methodists. ~ One
member, ] Arthur
Rank (born 1888) left
milling and started
making films to pro-
mote his Methodist
faith. He was very,
very successful.

His business ex-
panded from film
making (Pinewood
Studios) into distri-
bution (Odeon cine-
mas) and then into a
whole variety of other activities such as Butlins
holidays, theatres, coin- operated laundries, Bush
Radio, The company acquired clubs for dancing,
skating, bowling and bingo. They built motorway
service stations and hotels and, a master stroke,
they invested in the copier company Xerox which
made lots of profits whilst many of the other parts

of the business were in decline.
Eventually most of these interests were sold off
except the bingo clubs and Grosvenor casinos.
For the whole of my childhood I attended
Methodist Sunday
School, so much of
the Methodist ethos
was drilled into me.
On Sundays my
grandmother would
visit after chapel and
turn off any radio
playing Pick of the
Pops — definitely not
suitable for Sundays.
Other Sunday stric-
tures included no
card games and def-
initely no hanging
out washing!
Irony? I can only imagine the devoutedness of
J Arthur Rank but I imagine if he were alive today
he might have strong opinions on the company
that still bears his name and in a hundred years
has progressed from promoting the Methodist
faith to promoting gambling.
WBG

s R :
' LAMBSWICK LIMEWORKS

HERITAGE LIME PLASTERING &

FOR A QUOTE

v HERITAGE LIME
PLASTERING

v LATH & LIME PLASTER

¥ STONE & LIME
MORTAR REPAIRS
SPECIALISING IN HISTORIC
RESTORATION WORK
. LIME PLASTER, LTME RENDER
SEs & THADITIONAL MORTARS

T CALL:07969 827940 |

lR]CH:\RD@LAMBSWlCKuMEWUKKS,CO,UK} -

Kyre Park Garden

The Park consists of five lakes, waterfalls,
follies, a Grade Il listed Jacobean barn,
a ruin and a Norman dovecote

Open daily 10am to 5pm
Suggested donation of £3.50

Dogs are welcome in the Park
and allowed off leads if kept under control
No cycles allowed in the grounds

Kyre Park, Tenbury Wells WR15 8RW




,97 Music on the Lawn xﬂ&

A fundraising afternoon of music
featuring the Teme Valley Choir, sharing
{) their songbook from Elgar to the Beatles
6 September, 4-6pm
63\ » Harborough Bank, Shelsley Beauchamp WR6 6RA
'b * Tickets £10 on the door, under 16s free
* Pre-book tickets: music.tvspcc@gmail.com

L@ b FACESOUK COMTVECTHEN B 5
m:w&&"ﬂﬂﬁom RELISHING RURAL MUSIC B €35

The Filling Station

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 17th

September at Eastham Memorial Hall at 7.15 for a

7.30pm start. At present I am awaiting confirma-

tion of who the speaker will be but will contact
people on our mailing list as soon as I know.

We look forward to seeing you at our evenings

clcC of fellowship, worship, teaching and refreshments.

If you are not on our mailing list and would like

Events at Hollow Meadow fuZther information plea;ge contact me on

Stoke Bliss kate harley6@gmail.com.
To book contact course leader

TAI CHI AND A CUP OF TEA

On Sundays from 10.30 to 12 noon ROCk Bridge Club
6th and 20th September E Sund 7
Donations very Sunday at 7pm

Michelle Mears 07837 359403 at Rock Village Hall
. . New members welcome
For more information contact

Maggie Kingston, 01885 410431 Phone 07854 951330
or hollowmeadow23@gmail.com for more information

Local IT support for local people.

=
Over 35 years of technical

experience behind our seasoned
team ... and still going strong

Total Computer Solutions 01886 853996

Computer and laptops installation and set up
Maintenance contracts and ad hoc repairs
Please give us a ring




STRATFCRD THEATRE COMPANY PRCUDLY PRESENTS
THE WONDERFUL COMEDY

JOINS HIS VILLAGE
DRAMA CLUB TO LIVEN UP HiS LIFE.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT TURNS|HIS WORLD UPSIDE DCWN.

“A REMARKABLE AND HIGHLY ORIGINAL PIECE OF THEATRE"
BATH ECHO

'DAD'S ARMY MEETS '%\ |

“THIS SHOW WICE
LAUGH, CRY ANDE

DEBATE OCN SHAKESPEARE
STRATFORD HERALD

STOKE BLISS WRI5 8RS

SAT 19. SEPT 2026 7. SOPM

TICKETS £15 ViA GR CODE OR
EMAIL = SBKVILLAGEHALLE@GMAIL.COM
= TEL — 07768 942169 : v
ol ONLINE — WWW.BUYTICKETS.AT/STRATFORDTHEATRECCOMPANY X 2 g
WWW.STRATFORDTHEATRECOMPANY.CRG.UK

° 3y
. )
== English Tutor Zed Yoga et
_— Over 20 years’ teaching and e B0 X
] examining experience Yoga classes at SRR S
Supportive tuition available for: Eastham Memorial Hall === :
* Key Stages 3, 4 and 5 For adults of all ages 7
‘ * English L d Literat ’
L‘-'--r ngis an.gua‘ge el Please contact Zoe Herington:
=== For a no-obligation chat contact @ www.zedyoga.co.uk
NI Paula Regan Tel: 07962 981456
07769 678662 or reganpaula@rocketmail.com 1FHT] B ;
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A great family day out!

and HOMECRAFT COMPETITIONS

Saturday 19th September
10am to 4pm
LEYSTERS FARM HRé OHS
by kind permission of PR Pugh & Son
PLOUGHING WITH VINTAGE HORSES AND MODERN TRACTORS
HOMECRAFT COMPETITIONS

including cookery, homemade drinks, jams and pickles, floral art,
photography, art, handicraft, horticulture (eg tomatoes and cut flowers)
and childrens classes from O to 11 years

For further information and fo request a copy of the schedule
please email homecraftstokeblissploughing@gmail.com

Andrew Rankin JAB Carpentry &
* Financial Planning Building Repairs

Top-rated independent financial [
planning for residents and . All aspects of carpentry and

business owners in building alterations undertaken
Worcestershire ;
Free estimates

For most business owners in Worcestershire
their business is their pension 07976 909677

But what happens when it’s time to step back?
How do you turn that lifetime of work into a ) 01886 853534
financially secure retirement? jabcarpentry@btlnternet.com

@ 01905 319423

andrew.rankin@westminster-wealth.com

Free initial consultation

All services provided by Westminster Wealth Management LLP.
Authorised and regulated by the FCA: 490519
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@Su}yer and a Talk
“The Oldest Hillclimb in the World”

e |

The Big
Breakfast

Satunfay sth Sgptemﬁer
6.3qam, £10
g p at Rochford Village Hall
C(ﬁ‘m upon Teme '\/lﬂhge Hall Saturday 19th September at 9.30am
“E= _‘ il ; N i All welcome — come along and enjoy one of

= il S -l Ann’s breakfasts: fruit juice, cereal, full English
(with vegetarian option), toast, tea and coffee
Just £12, children half price

Book with Ann on 01584 781317
to avoid disappointment

Vegetable chilli, jacket potato and salad inchuded H
in the }m’ce. Wtjne, beer and sofr drinks ﬂ)r sale B OW| l "g
Keep fit and have fun!
Please book rachelm.austin@gmail.com @ Brimfield and Little Hereford Bowling Club
07742 977027 Call Josie Ward on 01584 881435
OUR SERVICES JB Rn‘\;p['_:.'\':' (_"-ll':xiw-'l'l Makers WHY CHOOSE US
) & Specialist Joinery
Bespoke Li}’)raﬁes & Bospilipeiid iy cnl Specialists in period
. Studies cabinetry that enhances your properties
Mullion & In-frame home's character and charm.
Windows every piece is crafted fo Handcrafted in our
) _ o P'emj:; i T:';z:f herstage Worcestershire workshop
Staircases & Period With over 40 years' experience, we
Panelling handle everything — from design Personal, stress-free
Period Doors & Furniture to installation — so you can relax service from start to finish
while we bring your vision to life.
Full Des;irriv -’iiczlanning Call 07971191201 Authentic detailing using
et www.johnbeavan.com hme-hono techniques




h.Art — a celebration of local creativity
5th to 13th September

It's September — time for
my favourite event of the
year, Herefordshire Art
Week, or h.Art.

I'm opening my home |
and studio in Hanley
Broadheath, just two doors
down from our wonderful
local pub The Fox, post
code WR15 8QS. Pink signs
will be clearly displayed in
front of the village phone
box directing you to our
door, venue number 26.

I will be joined by my
friend, the highly skilled
silver art jeweller Sarah
Kinnersley of Skylark Jew-
ellery. Together we will
welcome  visitors from
1lam to 5pm every day
from 5th to 13th September.
I'm always particularly &
pleased to see local people
call in, some brave enough to see the signs on the
roadside and visit without even knowing what the
event is about — brilliant! Everyone is met with
complimentary tea and cake and both Sarah and I

are available to explain our
artwork.

This year I am looking
forward to showing sketch-
books from recent travels
to Namibia, Canada and
France and Sarah will be
showing jewellery inspired
by her time spent on the
Isles of Scilly.

We hope the road closure
along the B4204 won’t af-
fect visitors too much but if
so, hopefully our neigh-
bours will make the most
of a slightly quieter oppor-
tunity to visit the studio!

Other local venues can be
found in Tenbury and
Stockton on Teme. The
event is easily recognised
by its bright pink and
white signage throughout
the area in the lead up to

and during the nine day event.
Visit www.h-art.org.uk for more information.

Shelly Perkins

REGAL HIGHLIGHTS

TENBURY WELLS
CIMEMA 3 4RTS & THEATRE

ﬁmé‘fﬁf |

Don'i Go Inko The Cellar! prasents The Time Gord
Machine | Wec‘nesduy i'é Sepfembar 7.30pm Thursg::;

Harvest - A Celebruhon of Nell Young

The (ol
Saturday 19 Sapfember, 7.30pm Friday 25

e End of Oal yrmm?mq
Tuosday 22 Seplember, #pm

2 01584811442 & www.regaltenbury.co.uk
REGAL TENBURY, 49 TEME STREET, TENBURY WELLS, WR15 BAE | Reg Charity No. 1148555

*programme as of 6,/8/2026

FOR SEPTEMBER AT THE REGAL

most} Comp eteHlshry o

(£)(S) @RegalTenbury

lnema jub | Paw Pairol:
&rurdny F?I.S'épram er, 7pm

eptember, 7. 30pm
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Sir Edward Elgar, Worcestershire’s great composer

It is said that at the age of ten,
Edward Elgar was discovered
sitting on a river bank with a
pencil and sheet of manuscript
paper in his hand, trying to
write down “what the reeds
are saying”.

Sir Edward Elgar was born
in Broadheath, near Worcester,
on 2nd June 1857. The delight-
ful cottage is now the Elgar
Birthplace Museum, but the
young Edward only lived there
for two years before his family
moved into Worcester to live
above Elgar Brothers Music
Shop which was run by his fa-
ther and uncle.

Elgar described life above the shop: “A stream
of music flowed though our house and shop and
I was all the time bathing in it”. “Gosh, man, I've
got a tune in my head” was a typical expression of
the delight he felt at the prospect of writing music.

He was largely self taught and had a long ap-
prenticeship. He gave piano and violin lessons at
private schools, he took over from his father as or-
ganist and choirmaster at St George’s Roman
Catholic church and, strangest of all, he was con-
ductor of the staff band at the Worcester City and
County lunatic asylum.

A statue af.l.:”lgar with his bicycle in Hel.refor;-

When he was 31 Elgar married Caroline Alice
Roberts, a remarkable woman who, according to
their daughter Carice, “gave up her lifelong ambi-
tion to be a writer because she was so sure that a
genius had been given into her charge”. As she
once said of herself, “the care of a genius is enough
of a lifework for any woman”. And her care was

18

Elgar n aout 1900

well rewarded as her husband
became England’s greatest
composer for 200 years.

It was in Malvern, where he
lived for 13 years, that some of
his finest music was written,
inspired by his friends, his reli-
gion and the beautiful sur-
roundings of the hills
themselves. The music was
born in the open air when he
was walking, cycling through
the Severn Valley, out on the
golf course, with the towering
hills as a constant backdrop
and a constant companion.

Elgar died in 1934 and is
buried in Malvern next to
Alice; he was laid to rest without a note of music
being played.

Edward Elgar’s friendship with Malvern lasted
most of his life and there is no doubt that the hills
had a huge influence on his music. He always re-
turned to Worcestershire, “the most English” of
areas, where most of his major works were com-
posed. Listen to his music and it’s not hard to un-
derstand why.

SG

A family holiday home
in Mullion, Cornwall

A fantastic base for surfing, golf
and walking the Coastal Path

Sleeps 10

Small party and short break discounts
Late deals available
caroline@coppicehouse.co.uk
www.ridgebackmullion.co.uk
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Ancient stories for contemporary wisdom

The story left our first ancestors
being godlike helpers to each
other in their garden. What
could possibly go wrong? Only
human nature! I know for my-
self (and I don’t think I'm much
different from anyone else in this respect) that if
someone tells me not to do something then I want
to know why I shouldn’t do it. If I can’t see or un-
derstand the reason why, my natural inclination is
to do it anyway.

That's what happens next in the story. “Don’t
eat from the tree”, says God. So that’s exactly what
our ancestors in the story do! While the legend
doesn’t tell us what sort of tree it is, it has histori-
cally been depicted as an apple. All it says is that
it “was good for food and pleasing to the eye”. It

Our human nature
contains a
rebellious streak

doesn’t really matter what
sort of fruit it was. What mat-
ters is that our human nature
contains a rebellious streak.
We assert our individuality
and independence even
when we know deep down it isnt in our best in-
terests.

The good news of the story is that even though
things go wrong because of human pride, God
doesn’t give up on humanity. The story tells that
he meets with Adam and Eve and provides for
them — clothing in this case — for their ongoing life
outside the garden. The wisdom for today is to
recognise God’s continuing love even when we
mess up.

Robert Barlow

™ Koot New ~

« Furniture «
Decorative items <~ Brocante
Fri and Sat 10am to 4pm, Sun 10am to 2pm
Other times by appointment
Takeaway coffee < Ample parking
Kyre Park, Kyre, Tenbury Wells WR15 8RW
Tel 07926 867320

0 email knotnewfurniture@hotmail.com ﬂ

Chris Kenwrick
Maintenance

Interior and Exterior
Home Maintenance
Jobs big and small
Contact Chris for a free
no-obligation quote

¢, 07584 676912

|<7| chriskenwrickmaintenance@gmail.com

Do you remember when Neil Armstrong walked on the moon?

Do you want to use PCs/laptops/tablets/phones etc to get better deals on insurance or energy,
to make bookings, to shop online or to use eBay to buy and sell items?

Do you have problems connecting to the internet, printing, organising your files (documents and
photos), setting up emails, using spreadsheets, producing documents (letters, reports, novels or diaries)?

If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then you need

Silver Surfer Support

I've been helping individuals and organisations to embrace information technology for over 40 years
I will visit you in your home or business and assess your needs
The first assessment visit will be free after which | will charge £25 per hour
Please contact Robin on 01886 853295
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The do’s and don’ts of good writing

The Times Style Guide keeps me on the straight and narrow

I keep The Times Style Guide on my desk so that
I can check spellings, capital letters and tricky bits
of grammar. But just flicking
through it and picking words at
random can be fascinating.

For instance, Achilles’ heel
must have the capital letter and
apostrophe because it refers
specifically to Achilles, the
Greek hero of the Trojan War,
but achilles tendon is lower case with no apostrophe
because the connection to the Greek hero is more
remote. Who knew?

For adjectives in general, the Style Guide’s ad-
vice is not to overdo it. “Ask if it is necessary and
what it adds. Try to use adjectives to add preci-
sion, not merely for colour or emphasis. Beware
especially those adjectives that come unbidden to
mind with particular nouns: serious danger, de-
vout Catholic, staunch Protestant, blithering
idiot.”

Decimate strictly means to kill one in ten but is
now more widely used because, as the Guide says,
“opportunities to write about the killing of pre-
cisely one in ten are fairly rare”.

The Guide’s advice on punctuation is that “no
sentence should be confusing. No paragraph
should need to be read twice. A sentence should
have a subject and a verb. The best punctuation is
the full stop. Commas should be kept for punctu-
ating lists and breaking up sentences to avoid con-
fusion. They should not join sentences that are
better separated by a full stop. Semi-colons are
best confined to separating lists of phrases. Colons
have a specific use, throwing meaning forward.
Dashes are a bad habit, often used to pursue a line
of thought that the writer cannot be bothered to
construct some other way. Brevity is all.”

Me is a perfectly good word often wrongly
avoided by the ignorant who don’t think it sounds
genteel enough. Don’t use horrors such as “be-
tween you and I” or”he gave it to my wife and I”.
You wouldn’t say “he gave it to I”. The presence
of the wife should make no difference to the gram-
mar. Myself is needlessly used instead of me by
people who know there is something grammati-
cally wrong with “he gave it to my wife and I” but
who suppose that “he gave it to my wife and me”
isn’t genteel enough to be correct.

Invalid is not a word to use without thought. As
Times columnist Melanie Reid wrote: “Every sum-

20

“The presence of the wife
should make no difference
to the grammar”

mer of my childhood had been spent at my grand-
mother’s home where my disabled aunt lived. Not
that the word “disabled” had
any currency then. Aunty Avril
was referred to as an invalid, an
umbrella term for chronic dis-
ease of any type. Not valid. Lit-
erally from the Latin not strong.
Legally null and void. Worth-
less, untrue. A word only suit-
able these days to describe driving licences or
immigration visas, not human beings”.

The last of a long list of do’s and don’ts about
apostrophes reads: “an apostrophe may for clarity
be used to indicate the plural of single letters — p’s
and q's - if the alternative seems worse; a rare in-
stance of a permissible greengrocer’s apostrophe”.

The last entry of all is one of my favourites:
“yuletide, lower case but it is hard to think of a
good reason for using it at all”.

And another favourite: “old, think carefully be-
fore using old to describe anyone under about 80”.
(The older you get, the higher that number needs
to be!)

“Exclamation marks, nearly always unneces-
sary!!l”

SG

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Andy Johnson

Certificates issued
Weekend sweeps
Stove maintenance

Based in Martley

. 07798 79
andysweepsl@gmail.com

www.andysweeps.com [JT:]3
KILLS

LETS eV




A very special willow weave

Maggie Kingston asked six friends to help her weave her own coffin

Have you ever thought about weaving your own
willow coffin?

Last year I saw a display of willow baskets as
part of h.Art (Herefordshlre Art Week). And 1
found that Steph, who .
weaves the baskets, also
weaves coffins from her
home grown willow and
other English willows
and is happy for people
to join in the making
process. Well, as I hap-
pen to be sorting and
clearing out the surplus =
stuff Thave accumulated °
over many years, this
was an opportunity to
actually buy something that could have a useful
function as a blanket box before its final use!

I asked six friends to join me and we met up
at Steph’s on a hot summer’s day to find the half-
prepared casket awaiting our skills. Together we
took turns, moving in silence and profound con-
centration as we learnt to bend the willow and
guide it to the next position, without poking our
fellow weavers’ eyes out. It was a cross between a
silent meditation and a sequence dance as we
flowed between weaving and observing with an
occasional quiet conversation as Steph showed us

TREE SURGERY & HEDGE TRIMMING
4 \

The finished coffin

U

Lee Johnson

T: +44 (0) 1584 781034
M: +44 (0) 7808 174 304
E: mulberrytreeservices@gmail.com

how to proceed when we reached the pair of wil-
low weavers that showed we had come to a
changeover point. Every so often the weave was
beaten down to firm the structure. The session was
from two to five o’clock,
Steph having to finish the
casket the same day be-
cause of the rapidly dry-
ing willow. We stood
back at twenty to five,
having reached the top of
the upright stakes. Our
part finished, Steph
trimmed the willow and
the resulting bunch of
stems was handed
around so we could all
add a blessing to the coffin.

One of my friends said afterwards, “I can hon-
estly say I was very dubious about the weaving
when you asked us to join you, but as you said, it
really was peaceful and an honour to be part of it”.
I think some of the others agreed. It certainly
opened up conversations, then and later, about
preparing for the inevitable end to our earthly
journey and how to celebrate it.

Maggie (third from left) and the seven weavers

Meanwhile, it is a question of where to put the
“blanket box” in my cottage! It even contains
plaits of grasses from Hollow Meadow in the top
band; a beautiful large basket woven with memo-
ries. (Hopefully it will be a long time as a blanket
box before it's needed for its actual purpose.)

Maggie Kingston

Contact Steph at steph@uwegnallswillowcoffins.co.uk
For information about h.Art contact www.h-art.org.uk
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Lime, bitter chocolate and ginger cheesecake

This delicious cheesecake is simple to make and
is sure to impress your guests! It freezes well too,
so you can make it in advance.

Ingredients

85g (30z) butter

250g (90z) ginger biscuits, crushed

2 x 200g tubs full fat soft cheese

397g can Carnation Condensed Milk

finely grated zest and juice of 4 limes

55g (20z) bitter chocolate (70% cocoa solids)
melted

8 thin lime slices

55g (20z) icing sugar (optional)

OVE magic

=== restoring the magic shine! g

If your oven needs a spring clean,
Ovenmagic is the cleaning

service for you

Ovens % Hobs % Extractors

For more details telephone
01905 700500 or 07974 807118
or visit www.ovenmagic.me

Ovenmagic is an independent
fully insured company

Method

In a large saucepan, melt the butter, then stir in
the crushed biscuits. Press onto the base of a 23
cm (9 in) loose bottom cake tin. Chill for 10 to 15
minutes.

In a large bowl, whisk together the soft cheese,
condensed milk, lime zest and juice for 5 minutes
until thick and glossy.

Spoon the mixture over the biscuit base and chill
for at least 1 hour, preferably overnight.

Remove the cheesecake from the tin and place on
a serving plate. Drizzle the melted chocolate over
the top and sides, then leave to set.

To finish, gently simmer the lime slices in a
saucepan to which you have added the icing
sugar and water — there should be barely enough
water to cover the slices. The syrup will reduce to
a sticky coating on the limes, and you need to
make sure you remove the saucepan from the
heat before the lime slices colour or brown.

Transfer the lime slices to baking parchment to set
before placing on the cheesecake

Local professional &
efficient plumbing service

Air Source Heat Pump
Service

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Showers Baths Sinks
Taps Radiators Pipes

Call Chris
07972 435102
chris@cs-plumbing.co.uk
www.cs-plumbing.co.uk

Thaift Court Pound Lane Clifton Upon Teme WRE 6EF
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Teme Valley Wildlife

Our garden pond has been a great joy. Over the
years we've witnessed so many unexpected
wildlife encounters that I can’t thank the garden’s
prior owners enough for having had the foresight
to put it in. Wanting to build a garage, but not pos-
sessing anywhere flat, they found themselves
moving rather a lot of soil to create a level base.
The homeless soil ended up as a retaining wall on
another slope, which they then filled with water
to create a small pond. They were keen on drag-
onflies, so tailored the pond to meet dragonfly
needs. We have continued to look out for them
and, as they had done, to send yearly records to

the county dragonfly recorder. All told,
we’ve seen twelve different species of
dragonfly and damselfly either visiting
or making themselves at home.

The pond is only yards from the
kitchen window, so we have a fairly con-
stant view of what’s going on there.
Many’s the time we’ve dropped the
washing up to rush outside and see
what’s new, maybe a water shrew, a
heron, a bat, a sodden sparrowhawk
drying its wings, a frog, a turquoise flash
of kingfisher, even next door’s cat look-
ing to pounce on a grass snake!

Don’t worry, we distracted the fasci-
nated tabby and “hissing Sid” slid into the water.
He (or she) had been around for a few days, taking
leisurely swims and drying off in the sun at the
pond’s edge. Whilst monitoring its activities (and
protecting it from felines!) we’d seen it attempt to
catch one of our resident toads. The toad was none
too pleased and fought back, slowly drawing its
legs out of the snake’s jaws and valiantly waging
a war of strength against the snake. This was no
mean feat because the snake, a large and full-
grown adult, was many times the size of the toad.

Continued on page 24

Farm Produce

Grass-Fed Boxed Beef — Apple Juice —
Sparkling Cider — Fresh Eggs

* Grass-fed boxed beef
Excellent meat-to-bone ratio with well-mar-
bled fat, ensuring succulence, tenderness

and rich flavour

* 100% apple juice
Made from apples harvested from our
own orchards

* Sparkling cider
Produced using apples harvested
from our own orchards

* Fresh eggs
Farm-fresh eggs straight from
our hens

Pedigree Traditional
Hereford Cattle

D 07971191201
info@parsonshallfarm.co.uk
www.parsonshallfarm.co.uk
Parsons Hall Farm, Kyre, Tenbury Wells WR15 8RW

PARSONS HALL FARM
T

wt

Breeding and beef stock available

* Full traceability — all cattle born
and bred on our farm

* Grass fed - raised sustainably
on our own pastures

* Pure beef — no growth-pro-
moting hormones or acceler-
ators
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Continued from page 23

Unfortunately we didn’t get to see the end of this
tug-of-war because both snake and toad disap-
peared under the water to continue their duel. It
may be that the toad retrieved the rest of its body
from the snake’s jaws because the next time we
saw the snake it had no telltale bulge to suggest
that it had recently eaten a large meal.

The incident reminded us of another tussle
worthy of a David Attenborough commentary
which we witnessed some years ago, again featur-
ing a toad. We had spotted an unusual visiting
dragonfly and were just using binoculars to check
its appearance against the details in the dragonfly
guide when a toad popped its head up out of the
water and grabbed our subject of interest. Perhaps
unwisely, the brown hawker dragonfly, for that is
what it was, had rested on vegetation quite low to
the water’s edge. Expecting the match to be very

& 7
DAWN TIL DUSK PERSONAL
CARE ASSISTANCE
07541 684255

dawntilduskcare1@gmail.com

Why choose me?
« 35 years’ experience in care and care management
« Certified, trained and highly skilled
* Trustworthy, dependable and compassionate
« Assistance with daily living activities
* Personal hygiene and grooming * Meal preparation
Light housekeeping and laundry * Medication reminders
Companionship, outings * Transport for errands and appointments

one-sided, we were surprised by how tenaciously
the dragonfly held on to the leaf it had grasped. A
very slow trial of strength ensued. Gradually,
gradually, the dragonfly pulled more of its ab-
domen free and eventually, some fifteen minutes
later, flew off. But we didn’t see another brown
hawker that year.

The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife
Group will be at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th
September at Stoke Bliss and Kyre Village Hall. We
welcome Ros Bissell from Moors Meadow,
Collington whose talk is called “A wildlife gar-
den”. As her garden, which I'm sure many will
know, is inspirational, we’ll be in for a treat. Mem-
bers and friends are welcome; it is just £3 on the
door.

Stephanie Mocroft

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being
seen in the area, or to give us your sightings or com-
ments, please visit our Facebook page. Our programme
of events, newsletter and bird survey are all available
on the website www.teme-valley-wildlife.org. We hold
meetings on the second Thursday of the month from
January to November. All are welcome.

TemeTalk deadline 18th September

ronsmum@icloud.com or 07482 482629

FOR YOUR LOFT

FIRST CLASS UPGRADE

—-i

We are specialists in installing loft ladders and hatches
We also supply and install loft boarding, insulation and
lighting - to take the heat out of packing your bags

(and help you get away from all that clutter for good!)

Call 01905 939190 for your free survey




Eastham Féte Produce and Handicraft Show Winners

Perpetual Awards
Eastham Parish Cup — for the most points in Class A

C Buckingham-Bawden - for the winner in Class A Nos 1-5
Lilly Lanman Memorial Rose Bowl — for the best display of roses in Class A No 11

Miss F Morris Cup — for the most points in Class B

Eastham Men'’s Club Cup — for the most points in Class C

Laura Barnett
Tina Lord
Anna Fletcher
Anna Fletcher
Colin Lord

George Hipkiss Memorial Cup - for the most points in the bean classes Nos 24, 25,45  Colin Lord

Mr B Leason Memorial Cup — for the most points in the onion classes Nos 38-41, 47

Mr Moseley Cup — for the most points in Class D
Eastham Parish Cup — for the most points in Class E

Adam Wright
Charlotte Bradley
Charlotte Bradley

Mr C Norman MBE Memorial Cup — for the best container of sweet peas Class ANo7 Diana Clarke

Nora Edwards Memorial Cup — for the best exhibit in show

The Children’s Cup - for the most points in Class E, children 5 and under
Molly Yarnold Cup — for the most points in Class E, children 6-10 years old
Mr & Mrs Downes Cup — for the most points in Class E, children 11-14

Adam Wright

Alfie Skyrme

Margot & Bay Barnett
Amber Beverley-Smith

Perpetual Challenge Cup - to the child with the most points in the children’s races Noah

Fun Dog Show Winners

Best in Show Beau
Cutest puppy Dottie
Prettiest bitch Beau
Most handsome dog Desmo
Most obedient dog Lily
Golden oldie (over 9 years) Texas
Cutest Heinz 57 (over 2 years) Leo
Best retriever Beau
Young handler Sky

Teme VALLEY

A CCOUNTS

Cut the costs of your bookkeeping, PAYE,
VAT, Sage, tax returns and all related
business accounting.

Teme Valley Accounts offers your business
cost-effective rates and friendly advice locally

I have many years of experience and
many satisfied customers in the region

I will work from your premises or my own

For a no obligation discussion or visit
please call

Claire Elliott

01584 881708 or mobile 07731 010099
email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

’/ =E....
¢ )FIRE SAFETY

1st Fire Safety
Professional Fire Risk Assessments

Protect your staff and ensure legal compliance
/ Certified assessors ¢ Jargon-free report

v For all UK businesses 2l g, Wl
IFSM

No-obligation quote
Local business with 15 years’ experience

Call 07958 630608 or email n.green@/1stfiresafety.co.uk

TEME VALLEY AERIALS

JOE CHURCHILL
AERIAL, SATELLITE AND CCTV ENGINEER
07903 837814
TEMEVALLEYAERIALS@OUTLOOK.COM

AERIAL INSTALLATIONS
SKY AND FREESAT INSTALLATIONS
HomME NETWORK SOLUTIONS
CCTV AND ALARM INSTALLATIONS
TV WALL MOUNTING
ADDITIONAL TV POINTS AND FAULT FINDING
DiGITAL AND FM RADIO INSTALLATIONS
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Farm Community Network
Confidential phone line 7am to 11pm
0845 367 9990
Samaritans
01905 21121/0345 909090

Free confidential support and advice

WS Pest Control

Domesle & Gommegsal
[Pest Gonirel

ealingwith

CalllDatkenioln

07818 034301

Al Al as

TemeTalk

Deadline 18th September
Please note this is the /ast day for
contributions — the sooner you send
your items to the editor, the more
chance there is that they will be included

[ d
s R A
Physio In The Sticks

MSK - back neck shoulder hip knee pain
Sports injuries

Neuro - stroke Parkinsons MS spinal cord injury
Older adult - join surgery balance and falls

Let us help you get back to what
you enjoy doing!

Amanda Stephenson
Chartered Physiotherapist

07398 495819
info@physiointhesticks.co.uk
www.physiointhesticks.co.uk

GORE
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We Specialise in:
* Groundworks

* Footings

* Drainage

* Landscaping

* Site Clearance

* Septic Tanks &
Soakaways

* Driveways
» Excavation




What’s on in Teme Valley South

September
3rd Thursday  Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
5th  Saturday = Churchyard tidy session, St Peter’s Church, Stoke Bliss, 10.00am
Supper and a Talk, Clifton upon Teme Village Hall, 6.30pm
6th  Sunday Tai Chi and a cup of tea, Hollow Meadow, Stoke Bliss, 10.30am
Music on the Lawn, Harborough Bank, Shelsley Beauchamp, 4.00pm
10th Thursday  Stoke Bliss & Kyre Neighbourhood Lunch, 12.30pm
13th Sunday Tona Worship for Creationtide, Hanley Village Hall, 4.00pm
17th Thursday  The Filling Station, Eastham Memorial Hall, 7.15pm
18th Friday Pub Night, Eastham Memorial Hall, 7.00pm
19th Saturday = Churchyard working party, St Mary’s Stanford, 10.00am
Big Breakfast, Rochford Village Hall, 9.30am
Stoke Bliss Ploughing March, Leysters Farm HR6 0HS, 10.00am
Into the Breach by Stratford Theatre Co, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 7.30pm
20th Sunday Tai Chi and a cup of tea, Hollow Meadow, Stoke Bliss, 10.30am
25th  Friday Social Night with Bingo, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 7.00pm
26th Saturday =~ Macmillan Coffee Day, Tally Ho Cottage, Hanley Broadheath, 10.00am
29th  Tuesday Rochford Neighbourhood Lunch, Rochford Village Hall, 12.30pm

October
1st  Thursday  Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
4th  Sunday Harvest Service, St Mary’s Stanford, 11.00am followed by
Harvest Lunch, Stanford Village Hall, 12.30pm
8th  Thursday  Stoke Bliss & Kyre Neighbourhood Lunch, 12.30pm
11th  Sunday Harvest Festival, Rochford Church
Harvest Festival, St Mary’s Church Kyre
17th  Saturday Autumn clean of churchyard and church, Eastham church, 10.00am
27th  Tuesday Rochford Neighbourhood Lunch, Rochford Village Hall, 12.30pm

30th Friday Social Night, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 7.00pm
November

5th  Thursday  Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
20th Friday Rochford Village Quiz

24th  Tuesday Rochford Neighbourhood Lunch, Rochford Village Hall, 12.30pm

December
3rd Thursday  Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
5th/6th Christmas Tree Festival, St Mary’s Church, Stanford

Send items for inclusion to Sandra Griffiths by 18th of the previous month
telephone 07482 482629 or email ronsmum@icloud.com
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Services

September/October 2026

Daily prayer continues at 9am and 7pm on Zoom, contact Rev’d Julia if you would like to
join us.

The Church of England has a pre-recorded weekly on-line service which can be found by

searching ‘Church of England Weekly Services’ or accessed on their website
www.churchofengland.org/more / media-centre / church-online / weekly-online-services

Services Schedule

Sunday 6th September

10.00am Stanford Church Holy Communion with hymns

4.00pm Shelsley Beauchamp Music on the Lawn (see page 13)

Sunday 13th September

9.30am Stoke Bliss Church Holy Communion

11.00am Hanley William Church Holy Communion

4.00pm Hanley Rectory Iona Service celebrating Creationtide
with choir

Saturday 19th September

4.00pm Clifton upon Teme Welly Church Harvest

Sunday 20th September

10.00am Eastham All Age Service and Holy Communion

4.00pm Rock Church Muddy Boots Confirmation with
Bishop Hugh

Sunday 27th September

10.00am Rochford Church All Age Service and Holy Communion

4.00pm Kyre Church Celtic Evening Prayer

Sunday 4th October

8.30am Stanford Church Said Holy Communion

11.00am Stanford Church Harvest Festival and Lunch

6.30pm Worcester Cathedral Diocesan Havent Service
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Norris
sMiles

SOLICITORS

01584 810575

6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
WR15 8BW

www.norrisandmiles.co.uk

post@norrismiles.co.uk

C

STOVES

LIMITED

Steps Farm

Clifiton Upon Teme
Worcester

WR6 6EN

Local Legal Advice
Wills and Powers of Attorney
Property sale and purchase

Divorce, separation, finance and
children

Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements

Administration of Estates and Tax
Planning

Business and farm sales, purchase and
Tenancies

Grant and Review of Easements and
Covenants

Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves
Stove Spares & Repairs

Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners

Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes

Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

01886 812452

WWW.is-stoves.co.uk

Showroom & Online Shop




A M BRIDGE PROPERTY SERVICES LTD

MARK BRIDGE
telephone 01584 781356 » mobile 07971 530595
Rochford, Tenbury Wells

« Alterations/extensions * maintenance/repairs
* Electrical * Brickwork/tiling
* Carpentry * Patios / garden walls * Plumbing and heating

* A complete building service * Quality craftsmanship
¢ Full public liability insurance * Free quotations
Professional and qualified advice

For prompt reliable attention and personal service call us!

@ NICK
| CHAMPION

PROPERTY | AUCTIONS | AGRICULTURE | PROFESSIONAL

For independent and professional advice on residential and rural property sales,
auctions, lettings, acquisitions and valuations contact Nick Champion

-, The Property
Jire. WR1S BBA e Ombudsman
e, Wrilo abA

PROTECTED

www.nickchampion.co.uk




